Music Appreciation

Fall Semester 2009-10

Teacher:  Mr. Aaron Kohen

aaronkohen@hotmail.com
818.222.7177 x248

1.  Required Materials
√Textbook – Music:  Its Role and Importance in Our Lives, check out from school library
√1 Composition notebook - classwork and Listening Journal (to be turned in periodically)

√Sense of adventure!

2.  On-Going Homework

√You are expected to attend live performances throughout the year outside of class time, and submit a brief review.  This semester, you must attend 2 (two) concerts, choosing from the following genres:  classical, opera, musical theater, jazz and blues.

√Grading is two part:  1)  Write a review, or create a podcast, for a high school audience, using criteria discussed in class (40 points), and 2) Turn it in on time with a program/playbill/ticket stub attached (10 points)

√Review #1 due Monday, October 19th 

√Review #2 due Friday, January 15th 

3.  Syllabus

Weeks 1- 4


Unit 1:  Music as Expression – Culture, Musical Preference & Critique

Weeks 5 - 7


Unit 2:  Materials of Music – learn to read music, compose and improvise

Weeks 8 – 10


Unit 3:  The Great Western Tradition – Classical Music

Weeks 11 - 13


Unit 4:  Vocal Music - Opera and Musical Theater

Weeks 14 - 16


Unit 5:  American Music – Jazz & Blues 

Weeks 17 – 18

Unit 6:  Music and Film

Week 19 (Final Exam – a listening portion and short answer essay

